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And I ask the American people to remember
what it is we are fighting for: a world in which
the dignity of humanity counts for more than
the differences of humanity. For human dif-
ferences, when celebrated but contained, can
make life a lot more interesting, but when un-
leashed as weapons of war, soon make it unbear-
able.

The 20th century has seen altogether too
much of this. If we and our allies, indeed, if
you and I as citizens, and each in our official
capacities, all do our job, the world of our chil-
dren will be better. It will be not only more
prosperous but more peaceful, not only more
diverse but more unified, not only more human
but more humane. Let that be our prayer to-
night and our determination.

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
10:20 p.m. in the International Ballroom at the
Washington Hilton. In his remarks, he referred
to White House Correspondents’ Association out-
going president Stewart Powell, Hearst News-
papers, and incoming president Susan Page, USA
Today; dinner emcee Brian Williams, NBC News;
Scott Pelley, CBS News; entertainer Aretha
Franklin; Helen Thomas, United Press Inter-
national; President Nelson Mandela of South Afri-
ca; movie director and producer Steven Spielberg;
Staff Sgt. Andrew A. Ramirez, USA, Staff Sgt.
Christopher J. Stone, USA, and Specialist Steven
M. Gonzales, USA, infantrymen in custody in Ser-
bia; civil rights leader Jesse Jackson; and President
Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro).

Statement on the Release of American Infantrymen Held Prisoner by
Serbian Authorities
May 2, 1999

I am pleased that our three American
servicemen who have been held as prisoners
by Serbian authorities have today been released
and that they are now safely out of Serbia. I
am grateful to Reverend Jackson and his delega-
tion for helping to secure their freedom. All
of America is anticipating their safe return.

As we welcome our soldiers home, our
thoughts also turn to the over one million
Kosovars who are unable to go home because

of the policies of the regime in Belgrade. Today
we reaffirm our resolve to persevere until they,
too, can return with security and self-govern-
ment.

NOTE: In this statement, the President referred
to civil rights leader Jesse Jackson, whose personal
appeal won the release of Staff Sgt. Andrew A.
Ramirez, USA, Staff Sgt. Christopher J. Stone,
USA, and Specialist Steven M. Gonzales, USA.

Remarks at the Welcoming Ceremony for Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi of
Japan
May 3, 1999

Prime Minister Obuchi, Mrs. Obuchi, mem-
bers of the Japanese delegation, my fellow
Americans. Mr. Prime Minister, we welcome
you to America and to the White House, and
to greet you in the spring when the cherry blos-
soms every year remind us of the generosity
and friendship of the Japanese people.

The cherry blossoms—or in Japanese,
sakura—have made it through changing times,
environmental challenges, and even most re-
cently, the attention of our local population of
beavers. [Laughter] They have endured, as our
friendship has endured and will continue to en-
dure forever.
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